
Syllable Sort
Directions

1. Remind your child that a syllable is a word part with a vowel in it. Usually, a word has as 
many syllables as it has vowels. Vowels are a, e, i, o, u. The other letters (like b, c, d, f ) are 
consonants. 

• Cat has one syllable.

• Picnic has two syllables (pic-nic).

• Yesterday has three syllables (yes-ter-day).

2. Remind your child that there are different syllable types using this table.

Syllable Type Description Example Words

Open A syllable ending with a vowel sound that is spelled with a single vowel 
letter (a, e, i, o, or u).

me
pro-gram
mu-sic

Closed A syllable ending in one or more consonants and a short vowel sound 
spelled with one vowel.

hat
dish
bas-ket

VCe

V stands for vowel. C stands for consonant. e is the silent e at the end of a 
syllable or word. 
A syllable pattern that ends in silent e, which makes the vowel before it a 
long sound (say its name).

stripe
shine
bake

Vowel Team A syllable that has multiple letters spelling the vowel sound.

tooth
pain
train-er
neighbor

Vowel-r A syllable that has at least one vowel followed by an r. The r always comes 
directly after the vowel (ar, er, ir, or, ur).

corn
bird
mar-ket

3. Cut apart header cards and place face up in a row.

4. Cut apart word cards and place face down in a stack.

5. Ask your child to:

• Select the top card from the stack and read it. Help your child break the word into 
smaller parts to read it if needed. 



participate

• Identify the syllable type of the underlined syllable. 

participate

“Vowel-r syllable.”

• Place the word card in the column under the matching syllable type. 

intersect
VOWEL-R SYLLABLE

participate

• Continue until all cards are sorted. For extra practice, have your child point to and read 
words in each column.

• Discuss the meaning of any unknown words. 

Example

telescope
VCe SYLLABLE

wheelchair
VOWEL TEAM SYLLABLE

intersect
VOWEL-R SYLLABLE

mechanic
CLOSED SYLLABLE

devote
OPEN SYLLABLE

participatecalendar

entertain



Key

devote 
(open syllable)

mechanic
(closed syllable)

telescope
(VCe syllable)

wheelchair
(vowel team syllable)

intersect
(vowel-r syllable)

detergent calendar microphone entertain participate

absolute magnify trademark speaker passenger

imitation chemical limelight disagreed favorite

identity forgetful illustrate beautiful surgery



header cards

telescope
VCe SYLLABLE

wheelchair
VOWEL TEAM SYLLABLE

intersect
VOWEL-R SYLLABLE

mechanic
CLOSED SYLLABLE

devote
OPEN SYLLABLE



detergent absolute

imitation identity

calendar magnify

chemical forgetful

microphone trademark

word cards



limelight illustrate

entertain speaker

disagreed beautiful

participate passenger

favorite surgery

word cards




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		3.2_Act_5_Syllable_Sort.pdf




		Report created by: 

		Todd Scott

		Organization: 

		




 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top


